Introduction
============

Black soybeans cultivated in the Tanba region (including Tanba and neighboring regions) in Hyogo and Kyoto prefectures, Japan, are characterized by extremely large seeds suitable for boiled bean processing as agricultural products and autumn soybean with extremely late filling. The weight of 100 seeds of "Tanbaguro" usually achieves more than 80 g, larger than all other soybean varieties. Previously, black soybean landraces have been called by various names in each place or community where they are cultivated in Tanba region, but "Tanbaguro" is now used as the collective name for landraces originating from Tanba region, although the genetic background of the landrace population is unclear. [@b16-bs-61-593] collected landraces cultivated in the main production area in Tanba region and surveyed the seed characteristics. As a result, he reported that the weight of 100 seeds ranged from 45 to 65 g, which was attributed not only to the cultivation conditions but also to the genetic background. Until recently, in Tanba region, black soybean land-races were selected and maintained by farmers using saved seeds; therefore, it is considered that these landraces differ among farmers/communities growing black soybeans. Later, by pure-line isolation, "Shin-Tanbaguro" and "Hyoukei-Kuro 3" were selected and spread to become dominant varieties in Kyoto and Hyogo prefectures, respectively.

In other parts of Japan various black soybean varieties are cultivated and vary in growth characteristics and/or morphology. For example, "Chuusei-Hikariguro" is commonly cultivated in Hokkaido, has smaller seeds than "Tanbaguro" and is not covered with bloom on the seed coat like "Tanbaguro". Furthermore, several cultivars in eastern Japan are characterized by having flat seeds; however, the genetic relationship among these black soybean varieties and the classification of landraces in Tanba region has been little studied.

The genetic diversity of soybean in Far East Asia, North America and Japan were investigated using the isozyme pattern and several molecular markers ([@b7-bs-61-593], [@b8-bs-61-593], [@b10-bs-61-593], [@b28-bs-61-593]). At a result, it is considered that the Japanese soybeans are different from the Chinese soybeans. For classification of 87 Japanese soybean cultivars and wild soybeans, [@b10-bs-61-593] analyzed the length polymorphism of 377 SSR markers and classified them into three groups. It was reported that "Tanbaguro" was included in sub-cluster 1a in this study, and this sub-cluster included Japanese cultivars from around the country with the exception of Hokkaido ([@b10-bs-61-593]). On the other hand, [@b9-bs-61-593] analyzed 20 accessions, including "Tanbaguro" and other types of black soybean varieties and yellow soybean varieties using 23 SSR markers. As a result, "Tanbaguro" landraces were distinguished from other black soybean varieties from Hokkaido and Eastern Japan. [@b13-bs-61-593] reported how to identify "Tanbaguro" as an ingredient of processed foods by SSR analysis. These reports did not clarify the genetic diversity and differentiation of the black soybeans originating from Tanba and neighboring regions, although the major landrace of "Tanbaguro" could be discriminated from other black soybean varieties and imported products.

We collected black soybean landraces that had been cultivated in Tanba and neighboring regions and conserved at several organizations, and investigated their SSR polymorphism in this study. Using the SSR polymorphism, the classification and phylogenic relationships have been calculated using polymorphism similarity among varieties. Recently, population structure analysis was performed for several species by DNA polymorphism. This method is useful for evolutionary investigation of genetic exchange between populations. We investigated whether the diversity of black soybean populations in Tanba region is derived from different populations. Furthermore, the sub-populations classified by genetic diversity were characterized by their growth characteristics and seed morphology.

Materials and Methods
=====================

Plant materials
---------------

Landraces were collected from fields in Tanba and neighboring regions and also obtained from conserved and/or distributed lines from Hyogo and Kyoto prefectural experimental stations, National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences Genebank, Kyoto University and Odagaki, Inc. Classification of accessions by origin is shown ([Fig. 1](#f1-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}). These land-races were cultivated at Hyogo Prefectural Research Center for Agriculture (Kasai, Hyogo, Japan) and seeds were obtained from individuals in 2008. Selected lines by characteristic and SSR marker genotypes were cultivated to investigate the growth characteristics and seed shape at Kasai in 2009. For phenotypic measurement, the seeds were sown in 76 cell trays with nursery soil on 12 June, and nursery plants were transplanting in a plot with rows of 120 cm length spaced 45 cm apart in the field.

Phenotypic measurements
-----------------------

For the growth characteristics, the flowering period, maturity period, stem length, branch number, node number, pod number and seed weight were measured in five plants in each line. The flowering period was counted as the number of days from sowing to the time at 50% flowering. Each plant was measured for its branch number (branches with more than two nodes), stem length (distance from the cotyledonary node to the tip of the main stem), node number for the main stem and pod number with seeds.

The dimensions of harvested seeds were measured as length, height and width and seed weight were recorded. Measurements were performed to select ten average intact seeds from each plant. The length of the seed was defined as the longest distance across the seed parallel to the hilum, the seed height as the longest distance from the top to bottom of the seed and seed width as the longest distance across the seed perpendicular to the hilum.

DNA extraction and maker analysis
---------------------------------

For plant DNA was extracted from 10 mg seed powder using an automated purification system (BioSprint 96 DNA Plant Kit; Qiagen, Hilden, Germany). Multiplex PCR was performed in a reaction mixture of 5.5 μl containing 50 nM of each fluorescent primer pair, 5 ng total genomic DNA and 2.5 μl of 2× Qiagen Multiplex PCR Master Mix (Qiagen) using a GeneAmp PCR System 9700 thermal cycler (Applied Biosystems). The simple sequence repeat (SSR) marker panel for multiplex PCR is shown ([Table 1](#t1-bs-61-593){ref-type="table"}). Subsequently, the amplification protocol and detection of the resulting amplicons using a fluorescence-based DNA sequencer followed the previous report ([@b27-bs-61-593]).

Statistical analysis
--------------------

Allele number per locus was the number of alleles with different sized PCR products amplified by the primer set at each SSR locus. Effective allele (*n~e~*) was described by [@b12-bs-61-593] using the following fomula: *n~e~* = 1/∑*p~ij~*^2^, where p*~ij~* is the frequency of the *j* th pattern for the *i* th marker. The allelic diversity of the SSR polymorphism was calculated according to the diversity index (*H*) described by [@b19-bs-61-593] using the following formula: *H* = 1 − ∑*p~i~*^2^, where *p~i~* is the same in the case of effective allele calculation.

Phylogenic analysis was performed with the computer program Population 1.2.30 ([@b14-bs-61-593]) using the neighbor-joining (NJ) method ([@b24-bs-61-593]) based on genetic distance by [@b20-bs-61-593] with 1,000 bootstraps.

Population structure analysis by a model-based clustering method was performed using the STRUCTURE v2.2.3 program ([@b22-bs-61-593]). The genotype data were treated as haploid, because soybean is a self-pollinating crop. Clustering analysis was conducted by the admixture and allele frequency correlated model with a linkage model ([@b6-bs-61-593]). In this analysis, the genetic distances between SSR markers were determined with reference to the maps of [@b11-bs-61-593]. When a certain genotype (*X*) was supposed, the posterior probabilities *P*(*K/X*) were estimated using Markov chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) simulations with a 2 × 10^6^ iteration process following a burn-in period of 2 × 10^6^, where *X* is a certain genotype in one variety, and *K* is the number of populations in the tested variety population. *K* was inferred from the fraction of genetic ancestry and was estimated by ten MCMC simulations. We assigned "founder" landraces to black soybean landraces with membership probabilities =90% and "admixed" landraces to land-races with membership probabilities \<90% for all groups.

Results
=======

DNA polymorphism in nucleus and chloroplasts
--------------------------------------------

DNA polymorphism was investigated for 57 landraces of black soybean, including four small seed soybeans originating from the Tanba region compared with 19 representative Japanese landraces.

Several indices for genetic diversity based on nuclear SSR polymorphism among populations originating from different regions are shown ([Table 2](#t2-bs-61-593){ref-type="table"}). Although the numbers of alleles at each marker were not markedly different among populations, the number of effective alleles and the diversity index for the population from Tanba region were smaller than populations from other regions. Furthermore, two groups of black soybean landraces originating from Tanba region were compared to distinguish landraces from the field (field isolates) and landraces conserved at several organizations (conserved accessions). As a result, the number of effective alleles and the diversity index of both groups were not different. Although the varieties of black soybeans with small seeds originating from various regions in Japan were evaluated as one group, the genetic diversity was not large and similar to the population of large seed black soybeans originating from the Tanba region.

The SSR polymorphism in chloroplast DNA was investigated in 76 black soybean landraces for its similarity to nucleic DNA ([Table 3](#t3-bs-61-593){ref-type="table"}). The two genotypes were found in the population of black soybean, and one genotype (B) was same as those of reference varieties: "Enrei" and "Williams 82". In black soybeans originating from Tanba area, 41 soybeans possessed the chloroplast genome of A type and 16 soybeans possessed B type. On the other hand, among 19 black soybeans originating from areas except Tanba region in Japan, the B type chloroplast genome was found in 15 soybeans and the rate of type B was higher than in populations of black soybeans from Tanba area.

Phylogeny of the population of black soybean
--------------------------------------------

Based on nuclear SSR polymorphism, phylogenic analysis was performed on the population of black soybean land-races with "Enrei" and "Williams 82" as the outgroup varieties ([Fig. 2A](#f2-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}). As a result, the population of black soybeans could be classified into six clades. The first and second clades consisted of landraces from Tanba region. In detailed analysis, the first clade could be divided into 11 sub-groups from "a" to "k". "a" and "b" sub-groups included standard black soybeans with extra large seeds and late filling, which are presently cultivated in the main production areas of Hyogo and Kyoto prefectures. Landraces originating from areas other than Tanba region were mainly classified into clade 3 to 6, although a few landraces were included in clade 1. The landraces in western Japan were classified into the clade 3 and those in the Kanto-Tozan region and eastern Japan were classified into clade 4. However, bootstrap values were below 70 at ancestral nodes of each clade, and the robustness of each branching was less in this phylogenic analysis.

A comparison of chloroplast genotypes with the position of each landrace on the phylogenic tree by nucleic DNA polymorphism is shown ([Fig. 2B](#f2-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}). Landraces in clade 1 mainly possessed type A chloroplast genome, although four out of 44 landraces possessed type B chloroplast genome. On the other hand, all landraces in clade 2 possessed type B chloroplast genome. Furthermore, type A chloroplast genome was rarely found in populations of landraces originating from regions other than the Tanba region; therefore, black soybeans with the type A chloroplast genome form a unique population in Japan.

Population structure
--------------------

Population structure analysis can clarify the degree of genomic admixture in each landrace by estimating the founder genotype. Therefore, we expected the elucidation of the gene flow into black soybean population as the result of phylogenic analysis. We found that the estimated value of *Pr* (*X*\|*K*) was highest for *K* = 6 ([Table 4](#t4-bs-61-593){ref-type="table"}); therefore, it was considered that the optimum *K* value is 6 for clustering in the investigated black soybean population. Each landrace genotype is indicated by a color-coded bar for the clustering groups ([Fig. 3A](#f3-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}) with the clade number by phylogenic analysis and chloroplast genotypes ([Fig. 3B](#f3-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}). All landraces derived from Tanba region classified into clades 1 and 2 by phylogenic analysis were distributed into three groups, 1, 2 and 3 by population structure analysis except one landrace. Landraces in clade 1 by phylogenic analysis were mainly divided into group 1 and group 2 by structure analysis. Group 3 in structure analysis included all of the landraces in clade 2 by phylogenic analysis. Especially, landraces in clades of 1a, 1b and 1c in the phylogenic tree configure founder population in group 1 population, since these landraces shared membership genotypes of group 1 above 96%. On the other hand, several admixed soybeans shared genotypes between landraces in groups 1 and 2 or groups 1 and 3. While dominant genotypes of chloroplast DNA in the populations of groups 1 and 3 were genotype A and B, respectively, the population in group 2 was a combination of landraces with both genotypes of chloroplast DNA. Group 4 was consisted of various landraces: "Chusei-hikariguro" the leading variety in Hokkaido prefecture, "Kurosengoku" and "Wase-kurosengoku" characterized by extra small seeds and "Kurohira," characterized by a flattened shape seed with land-races collected in western Japan. These landraces were included in clades 3, 4 and 5 classified by phylogenic analysis. Groups 5 and 6 were composed of landraces included in clades 4 and 5 classified by phylogenic analysis, respectively.

Characteristics of classification group
---------------------------------------

The plant growth characteristics of three genotype groups classified by population structure analysis and originating from Tanba region is shown ([Table 5](#t5-bs-61-593){ref-type="table"}). Group 1 and 2 flowered over one week later than group 3. Node and branch numbers in group 1 and 2 were larger than those of group 3; however, the ratios of the branch number to node number were not different among the three groups. On the other hand, pod numbers in group 1 and 2 were fewer than those in group 3. The characteristics of the harvested seed are shown ([Table 6](#t6-bs-61-593){ref-type="table"}). Total seed weight per plant was largest in group 3. The seed weight increased in the order of group 3, 2 and 1. Relating seed weight to, the three seed dimensions also showed differences among the three groups. In particular, seed height and width varied rather than seed length. Comparing the ratios among dimensions, the value in group 1 was closer to 1 than other groups.

The distribution of characteristics described above for each landrace in the three groups is shown as a the scatter diagram in order to verify the characteristics of major land-races cultivated in the Tanba region. In this diagram, the scatter plots were indicated by dividing each group into two sub-groups: founder population (F) and admixture population (M). The landraces in sub-group 1(F) and group 2 were characterized by long flowering periods above 56 days, while the landraces in sub-group 3(F) observed from 49 to 59 days at these periods except one landrace ([Fig. 4](#f4-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}). In subgroup 1(F), filling period was from 95 to 110 days. On the other hand, many landraces were observed below 100 days in sub-group 3(F), although, two landraces in group 3 were observed with extremely long filling periods more than 120 days. In group 2, a relative wide range of filling period from 90 days to 110 days was observed. Also, in sub-group 1(M), two types of landrace segregated for flowering and filling periods. Landraces of one type showed similar phenotypes for both periods---sub-group 1(F), while those of another type showed equal traits for both periods for major landrace of sub-group 3(F). The distribution of seed weight and the ratio of seed width to length (W/L) is shown ([Fig. 5](#f5-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}). Seed weight in sub-group 1(F) varied from 0.68 g to 0.92 g, and seed weights were partitioned at a threshold of 0.6 g between sub-group 1(F) and group 3. The distribution of seed width to seed length ratio in sub-group 1(F) was higher, and the range was relatively smaller than in sub-group 3(F).

Discussion
==========

Japanese soybean varieties are usually classified into two biotypes summer and autumn soybeans. [@b17-bs-61-593], [@b18-bs-61-593] suggested that both types of cultivar have adapted to local cultivation patterns in Japan, and have become established through different phyletic lines. Black soybean cultivars are also differentiated by growth type depending on the cultivation area in Japan. The black soybean landrace population originating from Tanba region was identified as "Tanbaguro" or "Tanbakuro", and classified as an autumn soybean type that is characterized by late flowering and extremely long filling periods. On the other hand, as one of the major varieties of black soybean in Hokkaido, "Chusei-Hikariguro" is characterized by extremely early maturing. However, it is well known that the characters for insensitivity to long daylength and maturity are controlled by some genetic factors ([@b1-bs-61-593], [@b2-bs-61-593], [@b3-bs-61-593], [@b5-bs-61-593], [@b23-bs-61-593]).

Apart from the phenotypic classification, we evaluated the genetic diversity of black soybean landraces in Japan by the length polymorphism of SSR markers in genomic DNA in this study. The comparison of genetic diversity, we used the two kinds samples for black soybean derived from Tanba region: field isolates and conserved accessions at several organizations. However, several indices of genetic diversity were not distinguished between these samples, indicating that the genetic diversity of black soybeans originating from Tanba region is still conserved in this region. It was considered from this result that black soybean landraces in this region have been isolated for many years. Accordingly, we analyzed the phyletic relationship and differentiation of the black soybean landraces in Japan. At the result, we found that the black soybean population originating from Tanba region could be distinguished from those of other regions of Japan, and was derived from two or more different ancestors, since two chloroplast genotypes were found in the population of black soybeans from Tanba region. Additionally, the geographic differentiation of soybean landraces could be explained by phylogenic analysis using nucleic DNA polymorphism.

Interestingly, genotype A chloroplast was only identified in one group of Tanba region black soybeans with a few exceptions, while genotype B was widely distributed among other Japanese black soybean populations with another group of Tanba region black soybeans in the present study. [@b30-bs-61-593] surveyed the variation in the chloroplast genome using six SSR markers, and three genotypes were found in Japanese soybean cultivars. In this study, we used two common markers of the six in their report. As a result, it was considered that type B is the dominant type \[no. 49 genotype of [@b30-bs-61-593]\], and, type A chloroplast in our study is no. 20 genotype of [@b30-bs-61-593]. [@b30-bs-61-593] reported that the soybean varieties of this genotype are distributed in southern Japan, and are detected in wild soybean rather than cultivated soybean. Therefore, it is considered that the origin of "Tanbaguro" with genotype A is different from other cultivated soybeans in Japan.

In this study, we grouped black soybean landraces by two methods: distance-based phylogenic analysis and model-based population structure analysis, for nuclear DNA polymorphism. [@b21-bs-61-593] indicated that the former method is suitable to understand the genetic relationships among accessions, however, it is difficult to assess how confident we should be that the clusters obtained in this way are meaningful. Practically, we found the population structure in the landraces originating form Tanba region with different founders and admixture by structure analysis, although, corresponding results were obtained for clustering.

Black soybean landraces in Tanba region was classified into three groups by population structure analysis. It is considered that groups 1 and 3 are derived from different ancestors, because each group had different chloroplast genomes. In group 2, two founder landraces also possess Type B chloroplast genome, although, both types of chloroplast genotype were observed as admixture in other landraces. Based on the nuclear genotype, admixture landraces were found between group 1 and 2 or group 1and 3, although there are few genotypes shared between group 2 and 3. This fact suggests that the landraces in group 1 are widely cultivated in Tanba region, while the landraces in group 2 and 3 were cultivated at localized area, supposing that the admixture landraces were derived form hybridization. Comparing phenotypes among genotype groups, several characters were clearly distinguished between founder landraces in group 1 and 3. Especially, the founder landraces in group 1 have larger and more spherical seeds than those in group 3 ([Fig. 6](#f6-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}). Landraces in admixture landraces in group 1 and 2 segregated for characters of flowering, seed filling and seed shape and weight, while founder landraces in group 1 were stabled for each character. These observations also suggested that gene flow events have occurred between different founder landraces. QTLs were recently found for the flowering and seed filling periods and seed shape using DNA markers by several research groups ([@b4-bs-61-593], [@b15-bs-61-593], [@b25-bs-61-593], [@b29-bs-61-593]). Alleles of these QTLs between groups of black soybean land-races in Tanba region should be clarified.

In this study, we found that black soybeans in Tanba and neighboring regions have wide genetic diversity. Soybeans are closely intertwined with traditional food culture in Japan, but commercial quality demands have changed over time. On the other hand, the genetic diversity of landrace populations is declining for agricultural products, extending agricultural product marketing; therefore, continued collecting of local genetic resources and clarification of their genetic background is imperative.
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![Geographical distribution of 76 black soybean landraces in this study. JP no. in round bracket indicate accessions number at National Institute of Agrobiological Sciences. The number with solid circle specifies the prefecture of each landrace origin. 1: Hokkaido, 2: Aomori, 3: Iwate, 4: Yamagata, 5: Ibaragi, 6: Nagano, 7: Mie, 8: Shiga, 9: Nara, 10: Wakayama, 11: Shimane, 12: Hiroshima, 13: Ehime, 14: Fukuoka, 15: Kagoshima. Eastern Japan specifies the range form 1 to 6 of prefectures, and western Japan specifies the range form 7 to 15 of prefectures. Tanba and neighboring regions are specified a part of Hyogo and Kyoto prefecture that shaded by oblique line. Accession of JP28931 is originated from eastern Japan (Kanto Tozan region), but prefecture of origin is unknown. A broken line indicate the boundary line between eastern and western Japan.](bs-61-593f1){#f1-bs-61-593}

![Classification of black soybean landraces by nucleic DNA genotypes and chloroplast DNA genotypes by SSR polymorphism (A). Landaraces originated from Tanba region are clarified two types: conserved accession (C), field isolate (F). Symbols in the figure indicate the type of landraces by the following features by origin, grain size (L: large seed, S: small seed) and waxy deposit on seed coat (W: with waxy deposit, N: without waxy deposit). Black and grey boxes indicate Type A and B chloroplast DNA genotypes, respectively (B). The numbers in tree diagram indicate the exceeded bootstrap value by 70.](bs-61-593f2){#f2-bs-61-593}

![A shows the population structure involved in diverse black soybean landraces. Color bar indicates the genotypes inferred from the clustering groups. B shows the clade number at [Fig. 1](#f1-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"} by phylogenic analysis, and chloroplast DNA genotype of each landraces. Pink and green backgrounds indicate Type A and B chloroplast DNA genotypes, respectively. Triangles indicate the limits of membership probabilities ≥90% in each group.](bs-61-593f3){#f3-bs-61-593}

![Scatter plot of flowering periods and filling periods of black soybean landraces. Enclosed circle with a broken line indicate the distribution area of founder landraces in each group. The landraces were classified into two sub-groups: fouder (F) and admixture (M) in group 1--3.](bs-61-593f4){#f4-bs-61-593}

![Scatter plot of seed weight and ratio of seed width to length of black soybean landraces. Enclosed circle with broken line indicates the same area as in [Fig. 4](#f4-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}. Explanatory notes are also indicated the same classifications in [Fig. 4](#f4-bs-61-593){ref-type="fig"}.](bs-61-593f5){#f5-bs-61-593}

![Seed shapes of black soybean landraces classified by population structure analysis. The texts in figure indicated the clade on the phylogenic analysis.](bs-61-593f6){#f6-bs-61-593}

###### 

SSR marker panel for multiplex PCR

  Marker panel name[a](#tfn1-bs-61-593){ref-type="table-fn"}   SSR marker[b](#tfn2-bs-61-593){ref-type="table-fn"}
  ------------------------------------------------------------ -------------------------------------------------------------
  Chr01                                                        Satt184, Sat_353, Satt370, Satt129
  Chr02                                                        Satt216, Sat_211, Satt141, Satt459
  Chr03                                                        Sct_195, Satt530, Satt237, Sat_125
  Chr04                                                        Satt565, Sat_337, Satt646, AI794821
  Chr05                                                        Sat_137, Sat_344, Satt545, Satt211
  Chr06                                                        Satt281, Satt322, Satt277, Satt307
  Chr07                                                        Satt150, Satt536, Satt346, Sat_330
  Chr08                                                        Sat_409, Sat_115, Satt329, Satt378
  Chr09                                                        Satt349, Satt499, Satt196, Satt588
  Chr10                                                        Satt653, Satt477, Satt592, Satt243
  Chr11                                                        BE806308, Satt197, Satt519, Satt359
  Chr12                                                        Satt635, Satt568, Satt469, Sat_180
  Chr13                                                        Satt663, Sat_417, Satt395
  Chr14                                                        Sat_342, Satt416, Satt318, Sat_424
  Chr15                                                        Satt411, Sat_380, Satt263, Sat_381
  Chr16                                                        Satt285, Satt249, Satt414, Satt244
  Chr17                                                        Sat_333, Satt389, Sat_338, Satt672
  Chr18                                                        Sat_210, Sat_163, Satt138, Satt472
  Chr19                                                        Sat_301, Sat_405, Satt156, Satt229
  Chr20                                                        Satt419, Satt270, Sat_420
  Chloroplast                                                  CSat_005, CSat_024, CSatt028, gmcp^3)^, CSat_078, SOYCP^3)^

Same as chromosome name (or chloroplast).

Refer to [@b27-bs-61-593] and [@b26-bs-61-593].

[@b30-bs-61-593] used marker.

###### 

Comparison of genetic diversity in the population of black soybean landraces derived from different regions using nucleic DNA SSR markers

  Seed type   Region of origin                     No. of races   No. of alleles/locus (*n~a~*)   No. of effective alleles/locus (*n~e~*)   Diversity index (*H*)
  ----------- ------------------------------------ -------------- ------------------------------- ----------------------------------------- -----------------------
  Large       Tanba region (F)                     42             4.2                             1.8                                       0.32
              Tanba region (C)                     11             3.0                             1.7                                       0.33
              Western Japan except Tanba regions   8              3.8                             2.5                                       0.50
              East Japan                           9              4.1                             2.8                                       0.53
                                                                                                                                            
  Small       --                                   6              1.5                             1.3                                       0.18
                                                                                                                                            
  Total       --                                   76             3.3                             2.0                                       0.36

Tanba region (F): field isolate.

Tanba region (C): conserved accession.

Black soybean races with small seed bundled together in a group, although these races originated from different regions.

###### 

Genotype constructed using seven SSR markers of chloroplast DNA in black soybean landraces

  Sample                                               Genotype   No. of races   SSR markers                           
  ---------------------------------------------------- ---------- -------------- ------------- ----- ----- ----- ----- ----
  Landraces                                            Type A     44             153           276   202   106   144   93
                                                       Type B     32             153           272   202   107   145   94
                                                                                                                       
  Ennrei[\*](#tfn7-bs-61-593){ref-type="table-fn"}     Type B     --             153           272   202   107   145   94
  Harrosoy[\*](#tfn7-bs-61-593){ref-type="table-fn"}   Type B     --             153           272   202   107   145   94

The genotypes of two yellow soybean varieties indicated for reference.

###### 

Inferred values of K, the number of populations for black soybean landraces

  No. of groups (*K*)   Ln Pr (*X*\|*K*)   Pr (*K*\|*X*)
  --------------------- ------------------ ---------------
  1                     −5862              \~0
  2                     −4797              \~0
  3                     −4261              \~0
  4                     −4190              \~0
  5                     −4064              \~0
  6                     −3996              1
  7                     −4301              \~0
  8                     −4613              \~0

###### 

Characteristics of plant growth in each genotype group of black soybean landraces

  Genotype Group   No. of races   Flowering period (day)   Maturation period (day)   Stem length (cm)   Stem diameter (mm)   Node number (N)   Branch number (B)   B/N      Pod number (P)   P/N
  ---------------- -------------- ------------------------ ------------------------- ------------------ -------------------- ----------------- ------------------- -------- ---------------- --------
  1                30             59 a                     105 a                     80.0 a             16.7 a               17.9 a            11.4 a              0.64 a   188 a            10.3 a
  2                5              59 a                     104 a                     81.4 a             17.3 b               17.9 a            11.2 ab             0.63 a   193 ab           10.8 a
  3                13             51 b                     100 a                     70.4 a             15.8 a               16.2 b            10.0 b              0.61 a   234 b            14.4 b

Genotype groups are shown as classified by population structure analysis.

Data are presented as the mean of lines in each genotype group.

Means followed by the same letters were not significantly different from each other at the 5% level within a column on each line (Tukey-Kramer multiple comparison test).

###### 

Characteristics of harvested seed in each genotype group of black soybean landrace

  Genotype Group   No. of races   Total seed weight (g/plant)   Seed weight (g)   Seed length (mm) (L)   Seed height (mm) (H)   Seed width (mm) (W)   H/L      W/L      W/H
  ---------------- -------------- ----------------------------- ----------------- ---------------------- ---------------------- --------------------- -------- -------- ---------
  1                30             150 a                         0.73 a            11.2 a                 10.6 a                 9.4 a                 0.94 a   0.84 a   0.89 a
  2                5              159 a                         0.63 b            11.2 a                 10.1 b                 8.7 b                 0.90 b   0.78 b   0.87 ab
  3                13             173 b                         0.51 c            10.4 b                 9.5 c                  8.0 c                 0.92 b   0.78 b   0.85 b

Data are the same as in [Table 5](#t5-bs-61-593){ref-type="table"}.

[^1]: Communicated by Duncan Vaughan
